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May 26, 2010

The Honorable Tom Tidwell
Chief
USDA Forest Service
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250

Re: Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program Project Proposals - Four
Forest Restoration Initiative and Sky Island Collaborative Forest Restoration
Program

Dear Chief Tidwell:

We write to express our support for the above-referenced project proposals in Arizona,
which have been nominated by the Southwestern Region for implementation under the
Collaborative Restoration Forest Landscape Restoration Program.

For many years, Arizonans have worked in a collaborative manner with the Forest
Service to plan and implement hazardous fuel reduction and restoration treatments designed to
reestablish natural fire regimes, sustain native biodiversity, enhance watersheds, and protect
communities from unnaturally severe wildfires. It is time to build upon these early successes to
accelerate comprehensive landscape-scale restoration that will create sustainable forest
ecosystems in the long-term. The two projects under consideration will capitalize on these
successes and accelerate the pace and scale of restoration across more than 2.6 million acres of
degraded forests in the state while providing economic opportunities to local rural communities.

Four Forest Restoration Initiative

The Four Forest Restoration Initiative would focus on restoring the ponderosa pine
ecosystem on four National Forests in northern Arizona. The project has already drawn national
attention due to the tremendous dedication and diversity of its stakeholders. The project also
benefits from strong scientific support that includes the Southwest Ecological Restoration
Institutes established under P.L. 108-317, that will enable it to plan and implement an effective
landscape-scale restoration strategy that employs adaptive management and monitoring at scales
in which ecosystems actually operate. The mechanical thinning emphasis of this project is
expected to engage new industry and expand the work being accomplished through the White
Mountain Stewardship Contract, which is widely considered a national success story itself.



Sky Island Collaborative Forest Restoration Program

The Sky Island Collaborative Forest Restoration Program would focus on restoring the
Pinaleno Ecosystem Management Area, a mixed conifer ecosystem known for its highest point,
Mount Graham, a formally recognized traditional cultural property. The area is also home to the
Mount Graham International Observatory and the endangered Mount Graham red squirrel. The
project's stakeholders are diverse and include the Western Apache Tribes and an outstanding
science team. The Forest Service has completed an Environmental Impact Statement on this
project without appeal and is poised to begin project implementation. The project will use
LiDAR, a new technology to develop detailed forest structure maps across the mountainous
terrain to assist project implementation and monitoring. The mechanical thinning would largely
be performed by state prison crews, thus providing job skills for low risk inmates.

Under the Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration Program, Arizona can accelerate
collaborative science-based landscape-scale ecological restoration in two priority forest
landscapes desperately in need of treatment, in addition to providing local economic
development and employment.

We urge you to approve these projects for inclusion in the program.

Sincerely,

JOHN MCCAIN
United States Senator

JONKYL
United States Senator


